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With campus-wide elections 
drawing near, The Daily Texan 
hosted this year’s annual Stu-
dent Government campaign 
debate Monday night between 
the three executive alliances.
The student body presiden-
tial campaigns of Blake Bur-
ley and Robert Guerra, Isaiah 
Carter and Sydney O’Connell, 
and Alejandrina Guzman and 
Micky Wolf contested how 
they would tackle issues on 
campus, including stances on 
undocumented students, sex-
ual assault, Texas athletics and 
political affiliations.
The Guzman-Wolf campaign 
said they stand in solidarity with 
undocumented students.
“These students pay tuition 
just like every one of us,” Guz-
man said. “It’s unbelievable that 
a piece of paper defines them.”
Carter said his campaign is 
going to have a concerted ef-
fort to help students feel safe 
on campus.
“On day one, we’re going 
to be knocking on President 
Fenves’ door,” Carter said. “We’ll 
be at the Capitol every single 
day … I will tell you that we will 
exhaust every single resource 
we have to ensure that every 
single student on this campus 
feels safe.”
Burley said religion comes at 
the forefront of his life, and he is 
here to love students.
As an officer of “Not On My 
Campus,” O’Connell said SG’s 
next step in combating sexual 
assault is getting the word out 
and providing funding to Voic-
es Against Violence for educa-
tional resources, such as posters 
on every campus building.
“This is something I’ve been 
working on since my freshman 
year (and) we are starting the 
conversation,” O’Connell said. 
“Survivors are starting to feel 
more safe.”
The Guzman-Wolf cam-
paign said they also support 
empowering survivors of sexual 
assault. Burley said he does not 
have much knowledge of sexual 
assault on campus but is willing 
to work with experts at VAV.
With regards to Texas ath-
letics, the Guzman-Wolf cam-
paign is trying to bring back the 
UT-Texas A&M football game.
“The way this would hap-
pen is by generating a lot of 
attention from both sides of 
the University and working 
closely with Texas Athletics,” 
Wolf said. “We understand this 
game is not going to come back 
in the next two years, and we 
think by working closely with 
all these partners we can make 
it happen.”
The Carter-O’Connell 
platform is advocating for a fall 
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Government junior Isaiah Carter speaks at an Election Super-
visory Board public hearing Monday afternoon.
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Micky Wolf, Plan II and business honors junior, speaks at a debate on Monday evening. The three student government ex-
ecutive alliance candidates used the debate to discuss their platforms.
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UT students Madison Waun, Ellen Hammond, Katie Szukala and 
Michelle Massa give free donuts in West Mall to “End the Word.”
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Biology sophomore Sa-
mah Khalid avoided riding 
her bike for nearly a month 
after a car swerved into her 
lane as she was pedaling to 
her West Campus apart-
ment one night, just days 
after Donald Trump was 
elected president.
“He was already going the 
wrong way (on a one-way 
road),” Khalid said. “While I 
was pedaling to the intersec-
tion he kind of revved toward 
me. … He was looking at me, 
because he knew I was wear-
ing a hijab, and he grinned at 
me (kind of maliciously) and 
slowly drove away.”
It wasn’t until later Khalid 
realized the incident was an 
anti-Muslim act. Khalid said 
that night was the first time 
she had experienced it on 
such an aggressive level.
“I mean, you always get 
looks here and there, but 
nothing that serious,” Khalid 
said. “I called the UT Police 
Department … but I didn’t 
have his license plates, so 
nothing really came of it.”
Students like Khalid 
formed the Nueces Stay 
Safe group on popular mes-
Students are coming 
together to take a stand 
against using the “R-word” 
through a week-long event 
supporting Spread the 
Word to End the Word, an 
international campaign to 
promote inclusion of peo-
ple with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.
UT’s chapter of Best Bud-
dies, an international non-
profit that pairs students 
with people in the commu-
nity who have intellectual 
and developmental disabili-
ties, is hosting the event with 
the support of more than 40 
student organizations. 
“It aims at spreading the 
word to end the R-word, 
and the R-word is ‘retarded,’ 
in any shape or form,” said 
Mackenzie Fugate, Best Bud-
dies director of fundraising.
Fugate, a human devel-
opment and family science 
junior, said the term   was 
originally used as a medi-
cal diagnosis, although 
it’s not used in that 
capacity anymore.
The University’s Informa-
tion Security Office is urg-
ing the UT community to 
be vigilant when opening 
their inbox after several peo-
ple across campus received 
a suspicious email earlier 
this month.
The suspicious email 
claimed to be from Presi-
dent Gregory Fenves, with 
the subject line, “A Message 
from President Gregory L. 
Fenves - February 2017.” The 
email was sent by a phish-
ing scammer who forged the 
Fenves’ email address. His ac-
count was not compromised, 
University officials said.
“This was simply another 
variant of a phishing email 
designed to entice someone to 
provide their login credentials 
to the scammer,” chief infor-
mation security officer Cam 
Beasley said.
According to the FBI, 
phishing is the act of send-
ing an email falsely claiming 
to be an established legiti-
mate business in an attempt 
to deceive the unsuspect-
ing recipient into disclosing 
personal information.
Beasley said his office has 
received 48 reports of email 
scams in 2017, including 30 
reports from students.
“This is likely due to more 
greater vigilance on cam-
pus, an effective two-factor 
authentication service for 
sensitive campus sites and 
more robustness around de-
fensive tools and awareness 
strategies,” Beasley said.
Beasley added that his 
CAMPUS
The Election Supervisory 
Board held a public hear-
ing Monday afternoon to 
determine whether Student 
Government executive al-
liance Isaiah Carter and 
Sydney O’Connell violated 
election code in late Janu-
ary by sending unsolicited 
campaign emails.
Several emails were sent 
around midnight Jan. 23 to 
multiple freshmen who had 
no personal connections to 
Carter and had never given 
their email directly to the 
Carter-O’Connell campaign. 
Three students filed a com-
plaint to the ESB to instigate 
a hearing.
The complainants were eco-
nomics freshman Eliav Terk, 
engineering fifth-year Amber 
Camilleri and Jessica Dorsey, 
international relations and 
global studies freshman. Both 
Terk and Dorsey received the 
original email.
Economics junior Greg 
Fantin, who spoke on behalf 
of the complainants, said 
Carter should be punished for 
three election code violations: 
unsolicited use of emails, early 
campaigning and illegal use of 
a third-party source.
“The issue at hand is the fact 
that (the email) was complete-
ly unsolicited,” Fantin said. 
“No one in the list and no one 
in question had any former 
experience or statement say-
ing they wished to partake in 
this campaign.”
Carter said he acquired the 
email addresses during sum-
mer orientation when stu-
dents expressed interest in SG.
“I did not have an unfair 
advantage,” Carter said. 
“Every single email that 
was inputted into that 
drive was an email where 
at least 95 percent of them 
were done when I was 
standing within five feet.”
Carter said he relied 
on previous ESB hear-
ings and precedent when 
reaching out to students.
“Again, precedent of 
last year says that it is not 
a violation of the code if 
you reach out to some-
one that you do not know 
well,” Carter said.
In last year’s campus 
elections, UT law profes-
sor Jeana Lungwitz af-
firmed ESB’s decision to 
rule a Class B violation on 
the Kevin Helgren-Binna 
Kim campaign for using 
the word “support” in a 
message to an unsolicited 
third party. The Carter-
O’Connell campaign 
email did not contain the 
word “support.”
“Every single one of 
those emails, never will 
you see the word ‘support,’ 
(and) never will you see 
a platform point,” Carter 
said. “The email spe-
cifically said, ‘Hello, my 
name is Isaiah, this is Syd-
ney, (and) we are reaching 
out to you because you 
showed interest in Stu-
dent Government. If you 
would like to get involved 
in our campaign, please 
respond.’ That was it.”
The message, how-
ever, did not address the 
fact that the students ex-
pressed interest in SG at 
summer orientation.
Terk said it is evident 
that Carter violated the 
“personal and individual” 
clause of the code because 
of the fact that Carter mis-
takenly identified Fantin 
as Terk when Fantin sat 
down in his seat at the 
start of the hearing.
“The fact that you’re 
unable to distinguish who 
we were even though 
(you) apparently stood 
five feet from us and 
discussed Student Gov-
ernment interest … is 
a testament to the fact 
that (you don’t know us 
personally),” Terk said.
After 30 minutes, ESB 
chair Catrin Watts ad-
journed the hearing and 
said the board has 24 
hours to send out a writ-
ten notice of the reso-
lution to state whether 
there was a code violation 
of not.
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After a suspi-
cious email from 
a user posing 
as UT President 
Gregory Fenves, 
the University is 
urging students 
to be wary.
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CITY
Austin city leaders address immigration 
enforcement, effects of executive orders
Austin city leaders ad-
dressed immigration en-
forcement issues in Travis 
County on Monday, elabo-
rating on the effects of ex-
ecutive orders and state 
legislation on sanctuary cities. 
Senior policy strategist 
Matt Simpson from the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union discussed Senate 
Bill 4, which would require 
all Texas law enforcement 
agencies to comply with 
federal Immigration Cus-
toms Enforcement detain-
ers while an individual’s 
immigration status is 
being investigated.
“What I think is being 
glossed over, particularly 
in the Senate, is that this 
bill would change the way 
that policing works and 
undermine public safety,” 
Simpson said. “It is a radi-
cal departure from the way 
that our officers currently 
operate. SB4 is a lot worse 
than people are acting like 
it is.”
Paul Saldaña, vice presi-
dent of Austin ISD board of 
trustees, said a lot of people 
don’t understand how dif-
ficult a conversation the 
immigration issue is. 
“In 1982 there was a 
(Supreme Court) rul-
ing called Plyler v. Doe 
that basically said that it’s 
unconstitutional for states 
to deny access to public ed-
ucation based on immigra-
tion or legal status,” Salda-
ña said. “Public education 
is open to everybody, and 
it’s our mandate as the lo-
cal school district to ensure 
that we provide it.”
Saldaña shared the story 
of one AISD valedictorian 
who posted about her ac-
ceptance to UT and her 
undocumented status on 
social media, resulting in a 
negative backlash because 
of her immigration status. 
“(On the Day Without 
Immigrants), we had over 
20,000 students who did 
not show up,” Saldaña said. 
“We depend on the average 
daily attendance as part of 
the funding we receive from 
the state. In that one day 
we lost a million dollars. 
That speaks to the fear and 
the anxiety that our com-
munity of undocumented 
students feel.”
The panel was hosted by 
the Central Texas Demo-
cratic Forum. Council 
member Greg Casar ad-
dressed steps citizens can 
take to impact immigration 
enforcement laws.
“If President Donald 
Trump’s executive order on 
sanctuary cities becomes 
more enforced, people 
need to vote for progres-
sive elected officials,” 
Casar said.
“I think it’s really impor-
tant for you all to reach out 
to businesses and folks who 
have branches in places 
like San Antonio or in Dal-
las where they have county 
commissioners and state 
representatives on both 
sides of the aisle,” Casar 
said. “They could be better 
on this issue and keep on 
getting better if they have 
the backup and support.”
By Rajya Atluri
@rajyaatluri
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
Senior policy strategist Matt Simpson speaks on the controversies of Senate Bill 4 on Monday. 
SB4 requires Texas law agencies to comply with federal Immigration Customs Enforcement.
office has seen a decrease in phishing 
scams this year.
Mechanical engineering senior 
Julian Gonzalez said he almost fell 
for a phishing scam last year.
“I received an email from the ‘IT 
department’ saying that I needed to 
reset my EID’s password,” Gonzalez 
said. “When I clicked the link, it took 
me to a different page. I knew it was 
a scam because the page didn’t look 
like UT’s interface.”
The UT Information Security 
Office said the public should learn 
to recognize the signs of a phishing 
email, which include strange links 
and grammar and spelling errors. 
Additionally, the sender might add 
urgency to the email by mentioning 
how if you don’t provide the infor-
mation they require quickly, they’ll 
cancel your account or temporarily 
stop the service.
Law school accounting associate 
Katie Castro said she knows how to 
identify phishing emails. 
“I get false emails from ‘UT Pay-
roll Services’ claiming that I need 
to update my payroll profile,” Cas-
tro said. “I think they’re trying to 
steal my social security number or 
my bank information. These emails 
typically have misspellings and are 
badly formatted. I just delete them.”
Beasley said students can re-
port possible phishing attacks 
to security@utexas.edu.
I did not have an 
unfair advantage. 
Every single email 
that was inputted 
into that drive ... 
were done when I 
was standing within 
five feet.”
—Isaiah Carter, 
SG presidential candidate
In a broader global sense, 
it’s worth remembering the 
relationship between climate 
and policy is not just about 
the future, said anthropology 
assistant professor Jason Cons 
on Monday.
Cons and geography profes-
sor Kenneth Young discussed 
several issues related to climate 
change, including its impacts 
on international policy and 
human rights, at the Politics of 
Climate Change Roundtable 
Discussion hosted by the UT 
International Affairs Society.
“They already have active 
policies about climate and 
many initiatives across the 
globe,” Cons said. “We need to 
focus on policy now too, not 
just the future.”
While conducting research 
in tropical forests in Peru, 
Young said he learned climate 
change alters current envi-
ronmental systems. In order 
to keep the climate healthy 
now, individuals need to think 
about what conserving a forest 
will mean in a hundred years’ 
time, Young said.
“I was trained in conserva-
tion: keep things the same and 
repair them back to what they 
used to be,” Young said. “We 
are living in a world where that 
is completely silly. We need a 
completely new toolkit so we 
can keep up the system with 
the times.”
The professors also dis-
cussed the effect of climate 
change on border control.
Cons said some poli-
cies are less immediately af-
fected by climate change 
and more immediately by 
climate migration.
“We can see a lot of anxieties 
on how climate change leads 
to migration patterns with 
discussions on climate refugee 
crises,” Cons said. “The effects 
of climate on border conflicts 
are likely to be more marked 
in the ways people continue to 
secure and plan for migration. 
We live in an area where more 
walls are being built than any 
other time in modern history 
and this is not likely to stop.”
Even though climate 
change is not the sole rea-
son why countries choose to 
enforce their borders, Cons 
said it is still a driver for 
the anxieties that generate 
border conflicts.
Jade Tucker, international 
relations and global studies 
freshman, said discussions 
about climate change are im-
portant because they help 
people grow more aware of 
environmental issues.
“Not many people see that 
environment has become a 
problem since it’s not actually 
tangible,” Tucker said. “I think a 
lot of people see the immediate 
effects and don’t really focus on 
the impacts climate change can 
have generations from now.”
Women create only 3 per-
cent of tech startups and run 
only 4 percent of Fortune 
500 companies, according 
to the Herb Kelleher Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship, 
Growth, and Renewal.
This issue was ad-
dressed in the documen-
tary “She Started It,” which 
was screened Monday 
by the Center and UT’s 
Longhorn Entrepreneur-
ship Agency to start UT 
Entrepreneurship Week.
“Given the current cul-
tural, political and social 
climate, it’s more important 
now than ever before to cel-
ebrate the women and any 
marginalized groups that 
are making advances,” said 
Kelsi Kamin, vice president 
of marking and promotion 
for LEA. 
Monday’s event kicked 
off the sixth annual UT 
Entrepreneurship Week 
with a screening fol-
lowed by a panel discus-
sion with experienced 
women entrepreneurs.
“(The hope is) students 
will take away from this 
event a sense of possibil-
ity,” said Luis Martins, 
director of the Center. 
“Entrepreneurship is a 
potential path for every-
body, regardless of certain 
challenges that come.”
The documentary film 
showcases the journeys of 
five women as they start 
their own companies. Ka-
min, a corporate communi-
cations senior and aspiring 
entrepreneur, said the goal 
of the film is to empower 
any women who might be 
interested in becoming 
an entrepreneur.       
“The film wasn’t ideal-
ized, which was more com-
pelling for me,” interior 
design sophomore Taylor 
Mahnke said. “Everything 
didn’t end up perfectly. It 
shows that it’s not easy. It’s 
going to take a few tries. 
It’s inspiring hearing from 
women in a community 
around you. These types of 
events make you feel like 
you’re not alone, like there’s 
a chance.”
The panel of women 
entrepreneurs included Jor-
dan Jones, UT alumna and 
founder and CEO of Packed 
Party; Chantal Pittman, 
COO of Unique Influence; 
and Amy Porter, UT alum-
na and founder and CEO 
of AffiniPay.
“It’s one thing to have role 
models, but then it’s another 
to have someone who was 
actually where you are, that 
was able to do something you 
dream of doing,” Kamin said.
Students and staff asked 
questions about build-
ing a business, including 
selecting team members 
and location.
“(The panelists’) advice 
helped me because I feel 
like I have a lot of ideas and 
I don’t know what to do 
with them,” sociology junior 
Jarne Johnson said. “Now I 
think that engaging with 
people, making that a pri-
ority, rather than just what 
ideas I have, that will help 
with my future career.”
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break over Texas-OU weekend.
“We’re one of few schools 
that do not have a fall break,” 
Carter said. “I’ve already talked 
to the associate dean for student 
life …. We’re going to call it a 
fall break on the Friday before 
Texas-OU homecoming.”
Burley said his 
administration will not take a 
stance on large political issues 
unless they severely divide the 
student body.
“If something’s going to di-
vide students, then why the 
heck would we discuss it?” 
Burley said. “Politics: They di-
vide us. There are issues that 
are seemingly political, but 
those are things we can gath-
er around as human beings 
because we love each other.”
The Guzman-Wolf 
campaign said they won’t be si-
lent on political issues, stressing 
that dialogue is productive for 
the UT community.
“When you don’t speak up, 
that’s saying something as well,” 
Guzman said. “The first step 
in trying to understand each 
other is listening to each other, 
and that can be difficult. But we 
are committed to working with 
these different communities 
…. We won’t be silent.”
DEBATE
continues from page 1
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Round table of professors 
consider climate change 
Alissa Lazo-Kim | Daily Texan Staff
Assistant anthropology professor Jason Cons and geography 
professor Kenneth Young stress impacts of climate change.
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After a suspi-
cious email from 
a user posing 
as UT President 
Gregory Fenves, 
the University is 
urging students 
to be wary.
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
Senior policy strategist Matt Simpson  speaks on the controversies of Senate Bill 4 on Monday. 
SB4 requires Texas law agencies to comply with federal Immigration Customs Enforcement.
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Entrepreneur 
Jordan Jones 
talks about her 
company, Packed 
Party, alongside 
entrepreneurs 
Chantal Pittman 
and Amy Porter 
at Entrepreneur-
ship Week on 
Monday after-
noon. The three 
panelists talked 
about their com-
panies and how 
they achieved 
their goals.
saging application GroupMe 
as a way for Muslim students 
to coordinate rides, walking 
buddies and, more recently, 
to keep fellow students aware 
of anti-Muslim acts that occur 
around campus. 
Economics senior Akram 
Sirafi started Nueces Stay Safe 
in 2015 as a means to fill the 
gap in services left by SURE 
Walk, the on-campus Student 
Government agency. Since 
Trump’s campaign, the group 
has grown to 250 members.
“After the election, people 
would post twice a week say-
ing things like ‘Hey guys, I 
just got racially profiled or 
discriminated against on Gua-
dalupe,’ or ‘Watch out, there’s a 
crazy person on 24th Street,’” 
Sirafi said. “Now it happens 
about once every two weeks.”
Most students typically 
don’t report day-to-day acts 
of discrimination but instead 
have conversations about it 
on social media and in Nueces 
Stay Safe. In these instances, 
other members are quick to 
coordinate reporting efforts or 
offer support, Sirafi said.
“Most of the time, they 
know how to handle it them-
selves. They’re very strong and 
resilient,” said Shaykh Mufti 
Mohamed-Umer Esmail, the 
Imam of the Nueces Mosque, 
where a majority of Mus-
lim students attend service. 
“The Quran says, ‘Return evil 
with love,’ because that will 
transform your enemy into 
your best friend, so that’s the 
message I give them.”
Nueces Mosque president 
Omar Bheda said more se-
vere anti-Muslim acts are 
infrequent and isolated. 
Since Khalid’s experience in 
November, only one other stu-
dent reported an anti-Muslim 
act. Two weeks ago, as the 
student walked home wear-
ing a hijab, she reported that 
a man followed her on Gua-
dalupe Street for 20 minutes, 
eventually yelling, “n------ and 
Muslims will be out soon” in 
her face.
Whether or not a crime is 
committed, UTPD officers 
send a report to the Dean of 
Students, UTPD detective 
Michael Riojas said. 
“Even if it happened off cam-
pus, (the Dean of Students) 
can look at it and see if it’s 
in their realm of their help,” 
Riojas said.
Despite these incidents, 
Bheda said Muslim stu-
dents shouldn’t view cam-
pus or the community as an 
unsafe environment.
“There are always isolated 
incidents that you hear about, 
but there’s more positive rhet-
oric than negative,” Bheda 
said. ”We have more support-
ers than enemies, especially 
in Austin. I’ve yet to see one 
protester against Muslims 
show up to the Mosque post-
Friday prayer, and I think that 
speaks a lot.”
“Sometimes this word 
is used as a synonym for 
things that are weird or 
stupid or dumb, and that’s 
not what these people 
are,” Fugate said. “These 
people are just as human 
as we are; they’re just as 
special as we are. They 
deserve to be respected 
and loved and cherished 
and accepted in whatever 
community they’re in.”
Fugate said students 
who signed the pledge 
last year have returned 
to tell them how the 
campaign has im-
pacted their awareness 
of using the word.
“Seeing how our bud-
dies react when someone 
says that word so casually, 
it hurts them,” said Madi-
son Waun, Best Buddies 
officer and director of 
the event. “One of our 
buddies posted earlier in 
our Facebook page say-
ing that he supports what 
we’re doing because the 
word ‘retarded’ makes 
him sad. It upsets them 
and hurts them because 
that’s not what they are, 
it’s not what defines them, 
it’s not who they are.”
Radio-television-film 
senior Audra Webbe said 
she signed the pledge this 
year and last year because 
she thinks the usage of the 
word needs to stop as it 
signifies the past and neg-
ative perception of peo-
ple with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.
“I’m more aware of 
(the word) when it’s used 
now,” Webbe said. “I re-
member it being used a 
lot in middle school and 
high school, of course. I 
think it’s kind of gone out 
with a lot of words that 
are going out, which is 
good, absolute progress 
in society.”
The campaign will 
be tabling all week in 
West Mall and Gregory 
Plaza from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. with a celebration 
Wednesday for the event’s 
annual day of awareness.
Last week, tensions ran high at the univer-
sity-wide town hall event on campus climate 
— specifically, in response to the anti-immi-
grant and anti-Muslim fliers posted around 
the UT Austin campus in the past several 
weeks. Students, frustrated with the lack of 
strong condemnation for the incident from 
the university, as well as a perceived pattern 
of weak action on other discriminatory oc-
currences, made their concerns known, loud 
and clear, to the top officials of UT. 
But students have every right to be frus-
trated and angry with their perception that 
the administration is not doing enough to 
take action against those who perpetuate 
these racist incidents, and should continue 
to pressure the administration and make 
them uncomfortable. And their allies — and 
certainly, anyone who feels like they’re in a 
place to continue to work with the admin-
istration — should continue to advocate for 
their behalf to the university.
Student frustration began with the admin-
istration’s feeble response to these posters — 
noting that the responsibility for these fliers 
(some that bore the words “imagine a Mus-
lim-free America”) was claimed by a group 
called American Vanguard. Although they 
defend free speech, these posters were taken 
down because “only students and student 
organizations are allowed to post signage in 
approved spaces on campus.” 
It’s not unfair to administrators, then, to 
see where students are coming from. By not 
explicitly denouncing the vile sentiments 
expressed in the posters, and instead fo-
cusing on how simply the placement of the 
fliers broke university policy, they reveal to 
students that UT doesn’t particularly mind 
the existence of these people on their cam-
pus. While administrators have noted that 
they have a different process for dealing 
with registered student groups that put up 
posters that displayed similar messages, 
they must still take strong statements, and 
publicize the process so that it is absolutely 
clear that these sentiments are not welcome 
on campus from anyone. 
Intolerance and racist incidents have cer-
tainly always existed on college campuses 
(for instance, the UT campus has seen the 
“catch an illegal immigrant day”, hosted by 
Young Conservatives of Texas and the bleach 
bombings in recent years) but they have 
spiked with the election of President Donald 
Trump as anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim 
people are vindicated in their beliefs by the 
man who occupies our highest office. Oppo-
nents, especially on the internet, like to claim 
that university students are “snowflakes” — 
that we’re too delicate, too fragile to deal 
with the ugly realities of the world and we 
want to shut down any other perspective 
that might seem “offensive” to us. But these 
incidents go beyond causing offense — they 
incite fear within our very students.
As students and lecturers and professors 
of this university are intimately affected by 
Trump’s (series of) travel bans aimed at stop-
ping people from seven Muslim-majority 
countries from entering the United States, 
they don’t know when they can see their 
families again — and oftentimes haven’t seen 
their family in years — or what’s going to 
happen to their immigration status. As un-
documented students wait with bated breath 
at whatever Trump’s administration decides 
to do with their residency status, they live in 
constant uncertainty. These students deserve 
a university that will stand up for their right 
to exist, in this university and in this country.
If anything, the town hall demonstrated 
that UT administrators certainly want to 
help, but fail to understand how to interact 
with those who are the most affected by the 
university’s lack of substantial and public ac-
tion. There are a range of things the universi-
ty must continue to work on, especially with 
students and allies who are still up for work-
ing with them, including safety and mental 
health resources for students who feel threat-
ened. While a range of political factors in the 
state of Texas might stop UT from declaring 
itself a sanctuary campus, taking a stand and 
letting students know that their priorities lie 
with all of their students is necessary.
As Fenves said: This is our campus. We 
take classes here, we practically live in the 
PCL come midterm and final season. And 
when a student is terrified to be on campus 
because they might be targeted based on the 
way they look, the way they choose to pres-
ent themselves to the world based on their 
gender identity or their religion, this should 
automatically signal to the administration 
that they have work to do.
Nemawarkar is a Plan II and government 
sophomore from Austin.
Student media has always strived to ad-
equately cover topics that concern campus. 
But now, talk of the digital age pales amid 
shouts of fake news, and speaking of “stu-
dent issues” means directly grappling with 
the realities of executive orders, healthcare 
and hate crimes alongside traditional student 
concerns over tuition rates and registration. 
Our mission as a college newspaper has 
taken on a sense of urgency. To respond to 
the world around us, to hold our city, our 
University, and ourselves accountable amid 
uncertainty, The Daily Texan must assert 
more strongly than ever that it is a place 
where students of all backgrounds, politi-
cal affiliations, and interests are welcome 
to express their voice. Only with an open 
door and strong foundation can the opinion 
department hope to effectively serve the UT 
Austin community. 
The Texan provides a snapshot of stu-
dents’ experiences and ideas, serving as a 
direct line to the administrators, student 
leaders and other change makers who read 
The Texan, well, daily. Whether the topic 
is textbook prices or immigration, you, as a 
student, have valuable insights and life ex-
periences that the Texan can help articulate 
and disseminate like no other source.
But this means little if students don’t feel 
comfortable to even approach the threshold 
of our office. Even just a few years ago, 
the opinion department had lost the trust of 
large student communities, weakening its 
legitimacy as a student voice. For example, 
following the publication of racist content 
in 2012, black students felt so alienated that 
several students founded an entirely new 
publication to fill the void created by a non-
representative opinion department. Others 
have expressed concerns about the polarity 
of political opinions on campus or have even 
simply written off the department altogether 
as biased. 
While previous Texan leaders have made 
great strides in improving the climate of the 
department, the next editor-in-chief needs to 
take concrete actions to ensure students of 
all perspectives feel comfortable expressing 
their opinions in our pages. Without repre-
sentative staff, The Texan cannot be a true 
voice for the student body. There are several 
concrete initiatives I hope to enact as editor-
in-chief that I believe will strengthen our 
ability to promote all students’ voices. 
Inclusion begins with access — students 
cannot join staff if they are not aware of 
critical tryout periods. If elected, I will ex-
pand current limited tabling to more areas 
on campus and reach out to all colleges and 
academic programs. In addition, I will di-
rectly reach out to student groups and cam-
pus organizations. Only by literally reaching 
out to students where they are can the Texan 
appropriately represent those who are his-
torically underrepresented in our pages.
If elected, I will also ensure that anyone 
who writes for The Texan can do so, regard-
less of financial situation. A work-study pro-
gram has been proposed in the past but was 
never executed, despite several students cit-
ing compensation as a barrier to contributing 
their opinions. Establishing such a program 
would be an important precedent for student 
media and serve as a more permanent struc-
tural improvement to ensure that the opin-
ion department is representative of campus. 
With 42 percent of students relying on some 
kind of financial aid, it would be absurd to 
allow additional barriers to prevent these 
students from voicing their perspectives. 
Finally, I want the opinion department to 
more actively engage with other branches 
of student media. There are many more 
opportunities to take advantage of cross-
departmental projects and mutual goals for 
campus coverage. For example, one of the 
central topics I heard discussed in Wednes-
day’s campus climate town hall was the 
need to track the administration’s response 
to hate crimes. This is ultimately the respon-
sibility of administration, but if information 
isn’t forthcoming, student media should 
collaborate to track cases’ progress through 
judicial systems and present that informa-
tion directly (and clearly) to students — an 
option I have already begun to explore. It is 
through initiatives like these that I promise 
to respond to student concerns, hold public 
figures accountable and adhere to truth.
When writing, columnists usually include 
a call to action that the writer thinks could 
improve readers’ lives in some way. The 
next editor-in-chief has the inverse chal-
lenge — to build a strong foundation, and 
then let student voices take the lead.
Hallas is a Plan II, economics and health 
and society and sophomore from Allen.
In response to the appearance of anti-Muslim 
flyers last week, the University administration 
held a town hall forum Wednesday to discuss 
the political climate on campus. The meeting 
descended into shouts from the audience as 
many students decried the inadequacy of the 
University’s response to such speech. Students 
condemned the University’s “bullshit” institu-
tions for handling racism and called for more 
than “meaningless platitudes” denouncing hate 
speech on campus. 
This debate echoes a trend at UT over the 
past few years. In 2015, massive backlash met 
the Fiji fraternity’s “border patrol” themed 
party. Last semester, Young Conservatives of 
Texas faced widespread criticism after host-
ing an affirmative action themed bake sale. 
In all of these instances, the University was 
quick to denounce these behaviors, and in all 
of these instances widespread criticism met 
the University’s decision to stop there. 
A common theme of disappointment 
reverberates throughout these debates, as 
many condemn the University’s apparent 
unwillingness to protect its students. How-
ever, while these messages are no doubt ab-
horrent, the demand for stricter action is 
shortsighted and ignores the fundamental 
role of the University. 
The call for harsh response in this specific 
case is impractical and ideologically fraught. 
The white supremacist group claiming respon-
sibility for the posters, American Vanguard, is 
not affiliated with UT. The posters were part 
of the group’s so-called “The Texan Offensive,” 
which involves posting fliers at universities 
around the state as a recruitment tool. Need-
less to say, the University has no jurisdiction to 
penalize independent groups, and the law does 
not protect citizens against cruel words. 
Students who condemn the University’s 
response make the mistake of equating hate 
speech with hate crimes. This presents a slip-
pery slope, which, if the University were to 
concede to their wishes, could set a prece-
dent for the banishment of unpopular opin-
ions in the campus discourse. Speech that 
makes students feel unsafe should not be 
promoted, but seeking to punish those en-
gaging in it creates the potential for a deeply 
problematic situation on campus.
Punishing people for stating their admit-
tedly abhorrent beliefs ignores the adverse ef-
fects of limiting free speech. It creates victims 
out of bigots and introduces the potential for 
radicalization. When ugly beliefs are forced 
into secrecy, unencumbered by popular criti-
cism and debate, they can fester into more 
radical, uglier ideas. 
The use of a university as a safe space pro-
motes ignorance. However pleasant it must be 
to exist in a space free of racism and xenopho-
bia, it is not reflective of 21st century America. 
It is unproductive to ignore the ugliness bub-
bling under the surface of our society. In an op-
ed for The Wall Street Journal, UT President 
Gregory Fenves wrote, “educating students in 
an environment as diverse as the United States 
is one of the most effective ways to ensure that 
all students succeed in, and contribute to, the 
real world when they leave campus.” 
Diversity of opinion must extend both ways. 
While the University should by no means sup-
port these beliefs, obstructing them would cre-
ate an unrealistic environment and hinder the 
intellectual growth of students. 
One student criticized Fenves for creating 
an environment where “the students (have to 
fight this) all on their own.” But they failed to 
realize that creating such an environment is 
exactly what the University exists to do. You 
should have the skills to express your revul-
sion at these ideas, and you should exercise 
your right to speak louder than they do. That’s 
what you’re here for. 
Anderson is a Plan II and history freshman 
from Houston.
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University owes students direct 
responses to racist incidents
The Daily Texan best serves UT 
by improving its representation
FORUM
When ugly beliefs are forced into 
secrecy, unencumbered by popular 
criticism and debate, they can fes-
ter into more radical, uglier ideas. 
FORUM
Subsequent tracks 
continue this escalation, 
peaking on the third 
and fourth tracks with 
“Wondering” and “Get Up.” 
The two songs complement 
each other perfectly. 
“Wondering” builds itself 
up on a synth-pop vibe 
and peaks with every 
moment, until it drops off 
at the track’s conclusion. 
“Get Up” burns in the back 
of Stewart’s  throat and 
sweeps up the remains of 
“Wondering” with piano 
and strings that convey his 
fluttering emotions.
But midway through the 
album, FORGET begins 
to feel like the product of 
a failed art student trying 
to find their way. “At Last, 
At Last” is comparatively 
boring after the first 
few songs. “Petite” also 
seems to serve as nothing 
but filler on an already 
short project.
Besides the two 
aforementioned songs, 
individual tracks on 
FORGET hit their mark 
in an impressive fashion. 
But taken as a whole, 
FORGET is a poor 
amalgamation of incoherent 
thoughts rather than a 
wholesome movement.
FORGET is a good listen, 
but considering what 
Xiu Xiu produced before 
this project, it pales in 
comparison. It took Xiu Xiu 
14 years of experimentation 
to finally make Plays the 
Music of Twin Peaks, a record 
that managed to surprise 
throughout and keep the 
energy up rather than just 
intrigue in moments, but 
it was a cover album. That 
LP convinced listeners the 
group has the potential to 
find perfection with original 
compositions, but instead 
they’ve reverted to making 
albums that need to be pulled 
apart and dissected rather 
than admired.
Innately, this isn’t horrible 
 — FORGET still has its 
merits within individual 
tracks, making it a must-
listen for fans of Xiu Xiu 
and experimental fans 
alike. But Xiu Xiu’s time 
in the spotlight is fleeting, 
and if they don’t turn out 
an original album that 
sticks soon, they may 
be forgotten.
“It is open to the entire cam-
pus community, no matter 
how you affiliate,” said Brian 
Talbot, Lambda Omega Alpha 
secretary and history senior. 
“It is a beautiful thing when 
everyone is able to come to-
gether for something, whether 
it is something as simple as a 
meal or helping others.”
Proceeds from the event 
will benefit Sammy’s House, a 
local nonprofit that helps low 
socioeconomic status families 
that have children with dis-
abilities. Simon said they were 
inspired by one of their found-
ing members who has a child 
with Down syndrome. 
“When we were looking for 
a charity, this one stuck out 
because we already had that 
connection,” Simon said. “We 
thought it would make sense 
to partner with a charity that 
helps (the) disabled.”
Talbot said the event has 
been hosted for as long as he 
can remember and has pro-
vided numerous opportunities 
for the organization to get to 
know the UT community. 
“Last year when we hosted 
the event, it was in conjunc-
tion with another event at the 
Catholic center,” Talbot said. 
“It was very cool to just get all 
of these different people from 
campus coming in and getting 
to know them while serving 
the community. It was very 
cool to have that experience of 
sharing with other people.”
While serving at Carne-
val, Matthew Martinez, vice 
president of Lambda Omega 
Alpha, said they made quite a 
lot of entertaining memories 
along the way. 
“Every year we have a hot 
dog suit that has been passed 
down for generations, so who-
ever ends up doing that always 
ends up having a good time,” 
said Martinez, a computer sci-
ence junior. “(Also), if a week 
after the event you wear the 
same shirt that you were wear-
ing, you are going to smell like 
smoke. You are going to smell 
like smoke for weeks. Any 
time you pull that shirt out it 
is a constant reminder that we 
had Carneval.”
Also of importance, Talbot 
said, is the religious signifi-
cance that the celebration of 
Fat Tuesday has for them as a 
Catholic fraternity. 
“It holds not only a big sig-
nificance for us as a service fra-
ternity, but also as a spiritual 
community,” Talbot said. 
However, amidst all of the 
fun, Talbot said for them the 
most meaningful part remains 
in being able to provide help 
for others through this event.  
“I think giving back is one of 
the most important things you 
can do, not only as a Catholic 
but as a human being,” Mar-
tinez said. “That should be a 
focus: how we can better serve 
other people.”
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MEDICAL
Donate Sperm, Get Paid!
Healthy men, age 18-39
apply at
Reduce • Reuse • Recycle
 MALE MODELS WANTED
Male models wanted for book series by
a New York Times bestselling author.
Must be 18.
No Experience Necessary.
See details at www.juliekenner.com/casting-call
PART-TIME JOB WITH POTENTIAL 
Local small business seeks part-time office assistant. Starting pay 
is $15/hr. The goal is for this person to eventually segue into a full-
time office manager position after they have trained alongside their 
superior for about a year. 
Please submit your resume to assistant@detourfilm.com.
$79
DENTAL CLEANING, BITEWING X-RAYS, EXAM
512-452-4495 | 1301 W. 38th St. suite 708 Austin, TX, 78705
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN MEDICAL PARK TOWER NEXT TO SETON HOSPITAL
Dr. Francys Day, DDS
HAVE THE SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE IN 
NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA!
If you love children and want a caring, fun environment
we need counselors, program directors and other staff from 
June 17 to August 13.
INTERVIEWS ON THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS  |  FEBRUARY 27
Select the camp that selects the best staff!
Call 1.215.944.3069 or 
apply online at www.campwaynegirls.com
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continues from page 8
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continues from page 8
dents at UT, and eventually, 
they decided to form a club to 
celebrate their culture. Mem-
bers met with Polish professor 
Bernadeta Kaminska, a native 
Pole, to make the club official.
“It makes them more 
visible here (now) that they 
have their own association,” 
Kaminska said.
The club is also a place 
where native speakers can 
converse with one another.
“It’s so nice just to practice 
(communicating),” Czer-
nuszenko said. “I really look 
back on some of the conver-
sations we’ve had.”
Kaminska said she is 
proud that her students 
have more opportunities 
to practice speaking Polish 
with each other and have 
a larger voice on campus. 
“It’s a good way to promote 
the language,” Kaminska said. 
“I’m hoping, through the 
Polish club, more students 
will find out that Polish is 
offered at UT.”
Members such as electri-
cal engineering sophomore 
Marek Rajtar, who was born 
in Poland and came to the 
United States in fifth grade, 
joined the club to make Eu-
rope feel less distant. 
“I was looking for some 
sort of club, at least a 
European club, but I couldn’t 
even find that,” Rajtar said. 
“I thought it would be kinda 
cool to interact with people of 
my background.”
Other students such as 
English freshman Rachel Ros-
inski use the club to connect 
with their family roots. Rosin-
ski said the club is a welcom-
ing environment for newcom-
ers and they hope to expand 
it in upcoming semesters. 
She said even  people without 
Polish roots are welcome at 
club meetings. 
“You don’t have to be Polish 
to join,” Czernuszenko said. 
“We’re open to anyone — you 
don’t have to be Polish, you 
don’t have to be European — 
as long as you have an interest 
in the Polish culture and just 
want to to learn more about 
it. We’re excited and hope 
to grow.”
In the end, Czernuszenko 
said the goal of the club is to 
get students excited about 
their heritage.
“When we’re here and with 
each other we really connect,” 
Rosinski said. “It’s kind of a 
family. The second you meet 
anyone new, everyone sparks 
up a conversation. Everyone 
is genuinely interested in each 
other’s stories, and I think 
that’s what’s really special 
about our club.”
POLISH
continues from page 8
Courtesy of Polyvinyl Records
Although FORGET brings the usual Xiu Xiu variety to the table, it still lacks concistency.
It was evident from the 
opening tip Saturday evening 
at the Frank Erwin Center — 
Shaka Smart’s Longhorns just 
didn’t have enough firepower 
to take down Kansas.
You could see it when Texas 
fell behind 9-2 in the first three 
minutes, promptly forcing 
Smart to call a timeout. Even 
when the Longhorns pulled 
within five midway through 
the second half, the Texas head 
coach admitted he was unsure 
of whether his team could will 
itself to take control of the game.
“I didn’t think that our spirit 
was good enough at that point,” 
Smart said.
Texas was desperate. Kansas 
was decisive — and its 77-67 vic-
tory never really felt in jeopardy.
“It was pretty workman-
like,” Kansas head coach Bill 
Self said.
Hardly anything has been 
workmanlike for the Long-
horns this season, including 
their 3–7 record in games de-
cided by three points or less. 
Saturday was business as usual 
for Kansas, an all-time elite 
program that measures success 
by Final Four trips and win-
ning national titles.
No need to mention the Big 
12 championship in that cri-
teria since the Jayhawks have 
seemingly placed a patent on 
it. Saturday’s win over Texas 
ensured sole possession of the 
Jayhawks’ 13th-consecutive 
conference title.
Anything but, of course, 
would’ve been a disappoint-
ment. Texas right now isn’t 
even within shouting distance 
of competing for a Big 12 crown.
But that all could change 
next season if Smart can get 
freshman forward Jarrett Al-
len and freshman guard An-
drew Jones to come back for 
another year, despite both be-
ing projected first-round NBA 
draft picks. 
The way Jones looked and 
talked following the loss to 
Kansas gave somewhat of a 
preliminary indication that he 
plans on returning.
“We gotta get in the gym,” 
Jones said. “This summer, we 
just gotta dedicate ourselves 
to improving our games every 
day so we can compete the way 
Kansas does.”
The real question is whether 
Allen will be joining them in 
that gym. The soft-spoken, 
tranquil forward is hard to get 
a read on. He’s played every 
bit like a first-round pick this 
season but has avoided talk-
ing about any future NBA 
plans. His relationship with 
Smart is one that is distinct and 
tightly-knit.
“I get a real kick out of being 
around the guy,” Smart said. 
“He’s just a unique kid.”It’s hard 
to say Smart’s program hasn’t 
taken a step back after such a 
promising 2015–16 campaign. 
Despite losing six seniors and 
point guard Isaiah Taylor from 
last season, no one anticipated 
things would be this bad. Los-
ing sophomore guard/forward 
and leading scorer Tevin Mack 
to suspension midseason didn’t 
make matters better. Smart 
announced on Monday that 
Mack will not return to Texas 
next season.
If Smart has been upset 
or frustrated with how this 
season has gone, he sure has 
done a good job of hiding 
it. He’s maintained a rela-
tively positive demeanor 
and never expressed any 
real disdain. Smart can 
still get this Texas program 
back to where it was in Rick 
Barnes’ heyday — one right 
in the mix for the Big 12 
title with the likes of Kan-
sas and making NCAA 
tournament runs.
But as for right now, Tex-
as is what it is — a program 
masquerading as a potential 
threat to Kansas with little 
to show for it.
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boomin around 
here         #hookem”
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Kevin Durant 
drops 30 points 
and grabs 16 
rebounds in No. 
15 Texas’ 98-96 
double overtime 
upset over No. 7 
Texas A&M.
The only player on the 
Longhorn roster who makes 
his own calls on the mound 
wasn’t even in a pitch-
ing group last semester. He 
also entered Sunday with a 
54.00 ERA. 
Junior Jake McKenzie led 
Texas to its 9-3 victory after 
allowing only one hit Sunday 
afternoon. Afterward, head 
coach David Pierce deemed 
him not only the pitcher, but 
the player of the game. How-
ever, it wasn’t until Pierce asked 
a question when he first ar-
rived to Austin that he realized 
McKenzie wanted to be on 
the mound. 
“Actually, I asked just about 
every one of our players, ‘What 
is your best position? What do 
you think you do best?’” Pierce 
said. “And the first thing Jake 
told me was pitcher … so we 
started working him in the 
bullpen early in the fall.”
The right-hander threw 18 
innings with a .50 ERA in his 
first season on the 40 Acres, 
but he only saw the mound 
twice last year. His perfor-
mance at the plate last season 
is part of the reason he told the 
coaches he wanted to try his 
hand at pitching again. 
“I mean, last year I probably 
hit like .230, so might as well 
try something different,” McK-
enzie said. “I just wanted to 
pitch a game. They didn’t have 
me in a pitching group ini-
tially, and I asked Coach Haig, 
‘How do I get in a pitching 
group?’ So they put me in one, 
and I got to pitch all fall and it 
went well.” 
McKenzie entered Sunday’s 
game in a bit of a jam. The ju-
nior saw the Longhorns’ 3-0 
lead dwindle down to 3-2 right 
before he was called from the 
bullpen. He faced runners on 
first and third base with only 
one  out. 
But a double play got McK-
enzie out of the inning without 
allowing a run across the plate. 
And he shut UConn down 
from there, throwing for a 
career-high 4.2 innings with-
out allowing a single run on 
the board. 
“He’s the only pitcher that 
calls his own game because 
he can think and do the right 
thing,” Pierce said. “He’s usu-
ally one or two pitches ahead 
of the hitter.” 
Although the right-hander 
put on a show Sunday, his first 
outing was disastrous. McK-
enzie went in relief to junior 
Connor Mayes in a pivotal 
game four on opening week-
end against Rice. 
In the 7-1 defeat, he only 
faced three batters but hit a 
batter, gave up a hit and al-
lowed two runs while only 
mustering one out. McKenzie 
was pulled from the game with 
a 54.00 ERA. 
“I credit the coaches for 
letting me have another op-
portunity after that first 
outing,” McKenzie said. “I 
talked to my coaches, and 
they told me I could call 
my own pitches from here 
on out, which I’ve been do-
ing all fall. So that helped, 
because I know what I’m 
confident with.”
McKenzie proved that he 
was at his best when he was 
allowed to call the shots. The 
junior will have a few days 
of rest, but he is likely to 
see the mound again in the 
Stanford series in Palo Alto 
this weekend. 
However, the Longhorns 
have business to take care of 
tonight as they host Lamar 
before they head to California 
on Wednesday. 
“It’s a team that we can’t 
come in here and start look-
ing ahead for the Palo Alto 
trip in thinking about Stan-
ford,” Pierce said. “Tuesdays 
are big for us and this one is 
no different.”
BASEBALL
Alex Briseno
@Alexxbriseno
Rachel Rice | Daily Texan Staff
Junior right-handed pitcher Jake McKenzie delivers a pitch in 
his shutout against UConn on Feb. 26. 
Joyner Holmes grabbed a 
defensive rebound and soared 
coast-to-coast to finish on the 
other end.
It took the freshman for-
ward five seconds to secure 
the board, make her way down 
court and tack on two points for 
the No. 12 Longhorns in their 
69-61 victory over No. 24 Kan-
sas State on Monday night in 
Manhattan, Kansas.
Holmes carried the Long-
horns on both ends of the 
court against the Wildcats. 
She poured in a game-high 
17 points, grabbed seven re-
bounds and had a perfect 5-of-
5 outing at the free-throw line.
The Longhorns didn’t end 
the regular season with an easy 
matchup, but they ended it on a 
high note.
“We knew they were gonna 
come hard,” Holmes said. “We 
haven’t been playing too well in 
our last three games, so we had 
to come out hard. Each team 
brought out their best tonight, 
and we won.” 
Sophomore guard Lashann 
Higgs aided Holmes on of-
fense, tying her season high in 
scoring with 16 points on 6-of-
11 shooting. Higgs, who adds 
a much-needed spark for the 
Longhorns on defense, also re-
corded two steals in the victory. 
Higgs made her second start 
of the season in place of senior 
guard Brianna Taylor. 
But Taylor showed up for the 
Longhorns, too. 
In her final regular-season 
game in burnt orange, Taylor 
notched her first career double-
double with 12 points and a 
game-high 11 rebounds. Taylor 
isn’t usually a go-to scorer, but 
she combined for 23 points in 
Texas’ past two games.  
The first quarter was quiet. 
The nets were unforgiving on 
both ends of the court.
Texas silenced Kansas State 
— a normally poised shooting 
team — to 29 percent from the 
field in the top-25 matchup. 
After a 4-0 start, the Long-
horns went scoreless for the 
next four minutes and 28 sec-
onds. And the Wildcats didn’t 
get on the board for the first 
seven minutes of play. Both 
teams combined for 6-of-33 
shooting after the first-quarter 
buzzer sounded. 
But the Longhorns responded.
The Wildcats took a brief 
17-16 lead midway through the 
second period, but an 11-2 run 
boosted the Longhorns back in 
front to take a 27-19 lead into 
the half. 
The Longhorns and the 
Wildcats exchanged mo-
mentum shifts for much of 
the second half, but a clutch 
night at the free throw line 
and tight defense down 
the stretch kept the road 
team afloat.
“It’s a really solid defensive 
effort for our team,” head 
coach Karen Aston said. 
With the victory, the Long-
horns clinch second place in 
the conference and the sec-
ond seed in the Big 12 Tour-
nament. The three-game skid 
was tolling for Aston’s young 
Longhorns, but there’s still 
work to be done. 
“This is a grind,” Aston 
said. “We hit that part where 
we had all those games on 
those turnarounds that I 
thought really fatigued our 
team. We learned some 
lessons probably from it, 
but I do think we’ll be en-
ergized when we get to 
tournament play.”
Sydney Rubin
@Sydneyrrubin
Joyner leads Longhorns in successful attempt to end losing skid
Emmanuel Briseno | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman guard Joyner Holmes led all scorers with 17 points 
in Texas’ win against Kansas State on Monday night.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL | NO. 12 TEXAS 69 - 61 NO. 24 KANSAS STATE
Texas finds itself miles away from Kansas
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore guard Kerwin Roach and freshman forward Jarrett Allen wait for “The Eyes of Texas” to conclude before heading 
to the locker room after Texas’ 77-67 loss to Kansas on Feb. 25. The Longhorns have one last home game set for March 4. 
McKenzie returns to mound in dominating fashion
Mack dismissed after 
eventful season
Head coach Shaka 
Smart announced Mon-
day that sophomore 
guard Tevin Mack will 
be granted a release from 
the program. 
“I really didn’t have a 
choice,” Smart said. “It 
was my decision. For the 
long term growth of our 
program, and where we 
are trying to get culture 
wise, it was not much of 
a choice.”
Mack had been sus-
pended twice this year 
for violations of team 
rules. The guard’s first 
suspension forced him 
to miss the Longhorn’s 
season opener against 
Incarnate Word. 
Mack was then sus-
pended after Texas’ 64-61 
loss to TCU on Jan. 11 
and missed the team’s last 
13 contests. 
At the time of his sec-
ond suspension, Mack 
was leading the team in 
scoring, averaging 14.8 
points per game. The 
guard displayed huge of-
fensive improvements 
from his freshman sea-
son, where he only aver-
aged 5.1 points a contest. 
The sophomore signed 
to play with VCU in 2014, 
where Smart was coach-
ing at the time. When 
Smart departed to join 
Texas, Mack was released 
from his National Letter 
of Intent and followed the 
coach to Austin. 
“Tevin is a very tal-
ented player,” Smart said. 
“He’s got a lot going for 
him, but right now the 
guys that are wearing a 
Texas uniform are the 
guys that need to be wear-
ing a Texas uniform.”
—Shane Lewis 
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Though Poland is an ocean 
and half a continent away, UT 
students have brought some 
of Polska to campus. Now, 
they bond over uniquely 
Polish traditions such as 
eating paczki and going to 
Polish mass.
Founded in fall 2015, the 
Polish Cultural Association 
makes campus feel more 
like home to students of 
Polish heritage by allowing 
them to share their culture 
with the University. At 
meetings, students share 
stories, discuss Polish 
traditions and get to know 
one another over a hot 
cup of tea, a popular drink 
in Poland.
Business freshman Martha 
Czernuszenko created the 
club after a fruitless search 
for a European heritage club 
on campus. Czernuszenko 
and some friends later 
became involved with Austin 
Polish Society but had 
trouble finding people in 
their age group. 
“Everyone in Austin Polish 
Society is like 25 years older 
than us,” Czernuszenko said. 
“I thought, ‘What if we start 
something that’s young so we 
can all hang out?’”
Czernuszenko became fast 
friends with other Polish stu-
Since the turn of the 
millennium, few bands have 
matched the versatility and 
inconsistency of Xiu Xiu. 
On their newest record, 
Xiu Xiu brings much of the 
same to the table, hitting 
home runs on several tracks 
but struggling to achieve a 
balance between originality 
and perfection.
Led by Jamie Stewart, 
Xiu Xiu spends most of its 
energy exploring unsettling 
topics, including everything 
from suicide to the Iraq 
War. On top of this, the 
band’s vibe is unable to be 
matched; they create some 
of the most impressive 
compositions of engaging 
yet varied instrumentation 
of any group in music 
today. With their latest 
endeavor, FORGET, Xiu 
Xiu finds themselves once 
again diving deep into dark 
territory but struggling 
to find the clarity and 
smoothness of their 
last album. 
If FORGET serves one 
purpose, it’s to remind the 
listener that Jamie Stewart 
is an untouchable force 
of pure creativity. He’s 
someone who’s willing to 
take dead-end risks and 
try to make them into 
something that leaves an 
impact, and FORGET is no 
different. The record kicks 
off with “The Call,” a spastic 
mess of a track that tells 
the story of a prostitute. 
“The Call” has the potential 
to be humorous with its 
straightforward and vulgar 
delivery, but when Stewart 
sings in falsetto with the 
utmost seriousness, this 
track becomes even more 
hilarious because of the 
juxtaposition of styles. 
For more than a decade, 
starving college students 
have filed into the University 
Catholic Center atrium on Fat 
Tuesday to prepare to eat their 
fill of barbecue during the Al-
pha Chapter of the Lambda 
Omega Alpha Catholic fra-
ternity’s celebration of the 
centuries-old holiday. 
This Tuesday marks this 
year’s Fat Tuesday celebration, 
also known as Mardi Gras. 
In celebration of the last day 
before Lent, a season of fast-
ing and charity for Christians, 
Blake Simon, president of 
Lambda Omega Alpha’s UT 
chapter, said they will host 
their annual Carneval event. 
“The day before fasting 
you pig out,” said Simon, a 
mechanical engineering ju-
nior. “We have this event on 
Fat Tuesday because one of 
the things many Catholics 
will end up giving up for Lent 
— or at least they need to on 
Fridays — is meat.”
Simon said Carneval will con-
sist of their annual three-hour-
long all-you-can-eat barbecue 
meal with the purchase of an $8 
ticket. House Park Bar-B-Que, 
a local barbecue restaurant, 
will be providing the meat.
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By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
Mechanical engineering junior Blake Simon, history senior Brian Talbolt and computer science junior Matthew Martinez of Lambda Omega Alpha assist in 
hosting the University Catholic Center’s annual Carneval.
While looking through 
the remaining possessions 
of her roommate after his 
sudden passing, a sketch 
of a heart that graduate 
student Steph McConnell 
found inspired her to 
honor her best friend with 
a tattoo.
“It’s half a heart,” McConnell 
said. “It reminded me of those 
friendship necklaces that 
have the little heart. It was my 
take on that.”
Though the design of her 
tattoo is not originally her 
friend’s,  her roommate’s 
art inspired McConnell. 
“He was studying to be a 
doctor, and (he) had draw-
ings of hearts,” she said. “I 
was looking through some 
of his stuff, and the tattoo 
came from the same kind 
of idea.”
By Justin Jones
@justjustin42
ALBUM REVIEW | ‘FORGET’
New Xiu Xiu album 
features versatile yet 
inconsistent sound
CAMPUS
Karen Pinilla | Daily Texan Staff
Business freshman Martha Czernuszenko, bottom right, English freshman Rachel Rosinski, bottom left, chemical engineer-
ing sophomore Zachary Pisarski, left, and electrical engineering sophomore Marek Rajtar, right, are all founders of the Polish 
Cultural Association.
By Andrea Tinning
@andreawinning
XIU XIU page 5
CARNEVAL page 5
Students connect through Polish heritage
Carlos Garcia| Daily Texan Staff
Graduate student Steph McConnell tattooed half a heart on her arm as a reminder of her best friend’s passing. 
Editor’s note: 
Tat-Tuesday is a weekly series that features students around 
campus and their tattoos.
FORGET
Genre: Art Rock
Rating: 
POLISH page 5
By Chris Duncan
@chr_dunc
Catholic fraternity hosts annual Carneval event
